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Distribution and Migration of Adult Pointhead Flounder,
Hippoglossoides pinetorum, in the Pacific Coast of Southern Hokkaido

Nobuyuki Tanaka™!

Abstract

Seasonal distribution and migration of the pointhead flounder, Hippoglossoides pinetorum, in
the Pacific coast of southern Hokkaido are described based on the tagging experiments from 1974
to 1981 and danish seine surveys in 1974, A total of 1,483 individuals were released, and 66 indi-
viduals were recaptured from 1974 to 1982. From May to June, tagged fish was mostly recaptured
at depths shallower than 90m in the area along the coast from Cape Chikyu to Tomakomai and
in Funka Bay. It is inferred that these fish aggregate in order to spawn in these coastal areas.
After that they migrate extensively around the Pacific coast to Urakawa with depth less than
200m until October. They begin to aggregate off Cape Esan and off Noboribetu in November, and
they migrate to the water of greater depths in wintering season over 100~200m between off Cape
Esan and off Noboribetu from January to March.
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Fig. 1. Map showing the study area in southern Hokkaido and released positions (open circles)

of tagged Hippoglossoides pinetorum.
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Fig. 2. Body length frequency distribution of Hippo-
glossoides pinetorum tagged on 19 June, 1980.
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Recaptured data of tagged Hippoglossoides pinetorum released from 1974 to 1981. Symbols of “~" and
“*” show no record and recaptured depth presumed from recaptured location data, respectively
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Fig. 3. Recaptured locations(solid circles)of tagged Hippoglossoides pinetorum from January to December and

released locations(open circles).
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Fig. 4. Monthly change in depth of recapture loca-
tions of tagged Hippoglossoides pinetorum.
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Fig. 5. Monthly distribution of CPUE of Hippoglossoides pinetorum caught by a research vessel during 1974
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Fig. 6. Monthly change in catch depth of Hippoglo-
ssoides pinetorum by a research vessel during
1974,
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Fig. 7. Monthly commercial catch of Hippoglossoides
pinetorum inside of the Funka Bay (inside),
outside of the Funka Bay and in the west from
Tomakomai(outside a), and in the east from
Tomakomai(outside b)in 1992.
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