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Age, growth and age composition of tonguefish, Cynoglossus abbreviatus,
in the central Seto Inland Sea, Japan

Masayuki YAMAMOTO'!, Satoshi Katayama?, Hiroyasu MAKINO'* and Hiroyuki TAKEMORI'™

We examined age and growth by thoroughly observing otolith sections of tonguefish, Cynoglossus abbreviatus, caught
by small trawl nets in the central Seto Inland Sea, Japan, from November 1998 to March 2000. Seasonal change in the
proportion of opaque zone at the otolith margin showed that an opaque zone was formed each year from April to June.
The Von Bertalanffy growth equations were estimated as follows: TL,=265.2 (1—e™ %! *0329) for males and TL,=
328.1 (1—e 0923 for females, where TL, is the total length (mm) at t (year). These equations were significantly
different between male and female. Age composition of fisheries landings ranged from 0+ to 6+ and 5+ for male and
female, respectively, and showed a large proportion of the landings were immature fish under 2+.

Key words: tonguefish, Cynoglossus abbreviatus; growth, age, age-length key, Seto Inland Sea
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a9 747 H¥ A YT X Cynoglossus abbreviatusl3 71 L A4
Ho Y v 2 Rto—f 7T, f#iE LR O A, @i,
g, W~FY I L, HARRICEW TR RIS
W3t & W P P YL LS AT S 2 A 1R & i L BT/ VRS
U MRl T < T g ORI - BiLf, 1997, (L
(EA, 2007). AFED 2 F TOEH & EROMFRIL, B
U - EIC BT B A PP EICH W 2l (GBS,
1956 ; ERCMXTIZ L 79 F 2 4 ¥ F X drelisus trigram-
mus &2%it) L RILEO B AREBEEICZ LS 8D (BK,
1992a; 1992b) b %. L2rL, ZThboiikid, Skl
DIEEAFRHZ S BEO F IR Ok £ 7213 B Rl 71
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NOKEDEHIZ X 2 FHOMEEHEM SN THD, Z
DER ZSEET 5729, HAOWA» Almii D s
TEL2HOEF BRI TS (W4, 2001). #E-
Wl THE NS DY ) VASHDIZE A 70T Y )
A Paraplaguisa japonica, 4 X / ¥ & C. robustus, 17 74
THAYRAETI A, THYBAE T AC joyneri ThH % (WiF
INUEKPEBR R ik 200, 1997) . F)INEO/NRIR O % #12
BTy v 2 IR O 14% & e (i [EIDYIE
RBUS I B BRI , 1997~2007), A2 TERd %
RWEXINZ AT T4 T HY AT AT EE L ET G
Thb. KOG I LK OGS AT 5 72012134
Wi e RBEOHRABAAIRTH S, 72T, KL TIEHET
Wi YR/ MR E I N -a 94 7 H v 4
E7 ADFEEIZONT, Has Rk e @k
& o THFREE &7\, MkE MG L, W) a ke o
TROENZT = AN BFEMEREFMENIZL, E6ICH
TEAF-fofL AR & e U 7z,

M#EsLUOHE

1998 4F- 11 A * 5 20004F-3 A 1221 T H 1[0l ) ¢ I g
WEES (DUT, MWigifads) o/NUSO & fg2~3 €1
Ko T I N A KB DY ¥ 7 v 2 {58~259
kg BBEA L, BEARE U7z, WSS FT I3 0 RE = AL HTER &
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Figure 1. Map showing the fishing ground of tonguefishes
(shaded area) in the central Seto Inland Sea, Japan. @: Shikai
fisheries cooperative association.

PRIEHEACPE B/ S ACEMR T, EEIER - U8, K%
3 15~30m TdH - 7z (Fig. 1). FEERFIZHBWT, EARIEA
XIVR, AYFATHYAETIA, THYZET A, %

Ofthy > v 2% (35> ) ¥ 4 Heteromycteris japonica,

Y b v ¥ ) ¥ & Pseudaesopia japonica, 7~ 3 C. interrup-
ws) (ZHFEL, BiE3MICOWT, M IcEELZMIEL
T, MR (FHR) &Rz, 2L T, ZOMEMKE UG
MDY bR | 2ANEY - EA A WLl RO & | i R A
SFEDWER 5 A Z & ORI Ol & A e L 7=,

AT TATHYAE T AIZDONTIE (Table 1), &R
(0.1mmHif7) &R (0.01gHAL) OWE Z 7y, MR
e, Ha (eVh) ofisdsZs-7z. 7z, IEE
HRLR O IC BB R R & R EE H Z 212k
7z, PE L2 RERO - (593ffA) 12DWT, Kiriige
2k B AE (R #BTZh-7-. KBS, &
RAH & SR D H A DIEIRAMEE A ERIC TH 5722 & h
5, AEMHW ORI S HA % 50% 27 ) £ ) V2R L
T, EEUEMEET (B4R T10~40f51Cih kLT, A&
A O AR L 72, 72, KR ET->-HL%25
D8 EKIZ DOWTH R I K A E 2 B 2k > 72,
High AL, whse-004R) 2 27 08E (o
ARZ NLT ZAFEEL) (AL -1, BERLARTINRE (54
#L.SP1600) % HI\T, JE &HK9300 um OREWTEIF 2 1B L,
INEZATA FH T AR LUTERLZ, 2L T, (L
TR O Fr i % RS (#1000~#1500) 12 & - THIEEL
02NDIEFE TR0 T v v 7 L=, BROBSRIZ
s GG, 1001%) TiTyy, RiuBig L k&I
REH Ol A5 B L 72, X612, Hamdifick s
2%, NEWHGOMBLALS L, AEMHWE H Akl
IS 2RO AR BUEE 2 3872, HEETHLIZ
Pl e BROF—2I2HDE, HHEMIZ4»HZE (14
A, 581, 9-12 1) OMERERN D Age-length key Z 1R L ,
MS-Excel DV )L7N— % IO TIERAUR /N — k12 & D Von

Table 1. A list of tonguefish Cynoglossus abbreviatus otolith
samples examined in the present study.

Number Range Number
Year Month of fish of total of otolith
examind length (mm) examined
1998 Nov. 134 134.8-341.9 47
Dec. 305 92.8-309.6 41
1999 Jan. 246 135.6-300.6 48
Feb. 192 150.1-386.8 48
Mar. 157 166.8-319.1 48
Apr. 283 185.9-354.5 47
May 116 154.8-340.0 48
June 335 143.3-294.8 96
July 276 151.3-330.9 48
Aug. 103 196.0-310.6 96
Sep. 132 102.8-312.4 47
Oct. 71 141.9-328.0 48
Nov. 125 106.6-337.8 40
Dec. 33 148.7-281.5 31
2000 Jan. 139 149.9-315.3 24
Feb. 91 158.5-331.3 24
Mar. 105 186.9-324.0 48
Total 2,843 92.8-386.8 829

Bertalanffy DR Z KO 72, &k, ML % PE0N
W42 5 FTRITh2ZLnrb (HAK, 1992b),
SH1HA#F#REH & L7z

HZ & Ol 2 HEE 52729, §A0av 74
T H Y AT X O R A PR & R TR R A i
FLU, £HOERMEE age-length key %> 6 H Z & D
YIOFfrR (B #HEEL 7.

B 2

BRGAEBIC B (T 2 FEHE OR RS

A TA T AL EE T ADHFIZHSOIEHRRREEN]
BT, MIEBICAREH SRS D, BROMINE & 12K
EHOICKRELS B, BASH L2, Br Sigaicims -
TAEM LB 2328 HAZERSOR ISR S o Tn 23,
B & ABI ORI TlE > 72, FHCKRE &
HHIZOWTIE, [EADEZD, ZOMHEAINVIEE TH - 7.
MR AL RRIIER T, ABWH 8 & FET IS Ol
e ANBEHABER X N7z (Fig. 2a). mlinleicid, FBn
AHIE 7 A IH A ASa I < ISHEIC B R B KD IR & <
W28 (Fig. 2b), BV 1 AH, 2K H O AREHFIZA
I Cd - 72, WRAERIZ K > T v F v 7 -l o
MkEOZ D&, BAOREFME% T 5 &, Fig
2a DFERRIND K 5 ICAEHWHETELL TR D, ~NE
A O ME TIEFHAIBAE T 2 HANCR R L Tnzh, R
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Figure 2. Transverse sections of otolith of tonguefish Cynoglossus abbreviatus (a: Male, 253 mm TL, caught in Aug.,
1999, b: Male, 311 mm TL, caught in May, 1999). Arrows with solid and dotted lines indicate directions of otolith

growth and opaque zones, respectively.

Table 2. Comparison of opaque zone counts between surface method and cross section method

Number of annulus

Number of annulus by section method

Total
by surface method 0 1 ) 3 4 5 6
0 62 2 64
1 3 229 63 4 3 3 1 306
2 1 175 30 8 5 1 220
3 2 1 3
Total 65 232 238 36 11 8 3 593
B O MR TP RATICRZR L Tz, ZOHAKE 100 .
TN ZEALD A e & JHEICAE W 2 45 Z &2k - 80 °/\\
VC, %E@%L‘ﬁiﬁ§ﬂﬁgk 73:’)7:. E;/ 60 .\\
RO E TR E M= AEWI &2 B A oA 5 21 5 0 °
ROBAE, 1HIZIZ0%Td -7, 2 FALKERML 3 ol S \
A5 4RIZMFTRELIIMUT, s HO ML 94% o Lo N
ERUIRSE2 72 (Fig 3). ZO#%, HBIHEIIHER 21 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

WAHALT, THIZIZ46% &0, 9 ADBEIZEO0% & & >
2. 9OA» S 1A TRELOBIEIE T X TEWN T
bt HHEADOBSIZK > T, AEMHIZFEIZ4A L,
S56 AT CIHRICIARBRENSFHmTH 5 Z L2
Ehz.

KEEEFREREICE 2BBBOLE

R MR ETHE S REEHOKE L2 Z
A, REES3IFTho7=DIZx L, HME¥ETIR6eFT
& - 7z (Table 2). KIENETOF & &E S i 64ffkr2
R 3.1%), 1 FFTiE306fE A 77k (25.2%), 2 F
T 220t 45 Mtk (20.5%), 3 F FCid 3R d 1 &
(33.3%) TR AMDIEIZZENH - 72, KHBIZ K > THE
Sh7-Fhnd, HRELD 1 FESEE S TO5ER
B otz BEPICE3FYEFSEE IR TV Ak S

Month

Figure 3. Seasonal change in proportion of sectioned otoliths
with opaque zone at their margins.

Ho7z.

2R-FERRF
EREKREOT — 2 oM W ZF DL R (TL, mm) &
RE (BW, g) DRIFRIIRAD K S 12% -7,

HE : BW=3.05-10"%TL>"", n=334, r>=0.97
M : BW=1.41-10"°-TL>?», n=489, r>=0.91.

FREIZK T, Mz iR L 72 25, AREENED
bz (F=47.8, p<0.01). &2E150mmDHHEZzh Zho
REIL, HEAY17.7g, MEA17.5g 2 IFIEECTH - 7278,
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Table 3.

A) January—April

Sex ratio and age-length key of Cynoglossus abbreviatus caugth in the coastal waters of northern Shodo-
shima Island in Kagawa Prefecture.

AT ITATHYYET ADENE R

TL sex ratio age (male) age (female)
(em) male female 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 0 1 2 3 4 5
—-150 3  0.67 0.33 1.00 1.00
—-160 6 033 067 0.50 0.50 1.00
—170 7 0.29 0.71 1.00 0.80 0.20
—-180 8 050 0.50 1.00 1.00
—-190 16 056 044  0.67 022 0.11 086 0.14
-=200 11 073 027 0.38 038 025 1.00
—=210 14 1.00 0.00 043  0.57
=220 12 1.00  0.00 0.58 042
—-230 21 095 0.05 0.50 045 0.05 1.00
—240 25 1.00  0.00 048 040 0.04 0.08
-250 22 1.00  0.00 041 027 014 0.14 0.05
-260 21 081 0.19 0.12 035 047 0.06 1.00
=270 15 027 0.73 025 050 0.25 073  0.27
—-280 23 022 0.78 020  0.80 0.78 0.22
—290 32 0.06 0.94 0.50 0.50 0.80 0.20
-300 13 0.08 092 1.00 083 0.17
301— 38 0.03 097 1.00 022 054 0.14 005 0.05

B) May—August

TL sex ratio age (male) age (female)

n
(em) male female 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 0 1 2 3 4 5
—-150 2 0.00 1.00 1.00
—160 6 1.00 0.00 1.00
—-170 12 092 0.08 1.00 1.00
—-180 13 0.77 023 1.00 1.00
—-190 11 082 0.18 1.00 1.00
—=200 17 071 0.29 092  0.08 1.00
=210 19 074 026 1.00 1.00
—-220 20 095 0.05 047 0.53 1.00
—-230 38 0.76 0.24 0.38 0.62 0.78  0.22
—-240 35 071 0.29 0.08 0.84 0.04 0.04 0.60  0.40
-250 32 0.78 022 0.12 0.76  0.08 0.04 0.71  0.29
—-260 23 0.70 0.30 081 0.13 0.06 043 043 0.14
=270 15 040 0.60 050 0.17 0.17 0.17 0.11  0.89
=280 12 0.33 0.67 0.50 0.50 0.88 0.13
-290 15 027 0.73 025 025 025 025 0.73  0.27
=300 7 029 071 0.50 0.50 0.80 0.20
301— 10  0.10 0.90 1.00 0.78 0.22
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Table 3. Continued
C) September—December

TL sex ratio age (male) age (female)
(cm) male female 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 0 1 2 3 4
—150 29 062 038 1.00 1.00
-160 7 029 071 1.00 1.00
-170 6 067 033 1.00 1.00
~180 3 067 033 1.00 1.00
—190 2 050 0.50 1.00 1.00
-200 8 075 025 0.83 0.17 1.00
—210 15 087 0.13 1.00 1.00
-220 16 1.00  0.00 1.00
-230 16 1.00 0.00 0.75  0.25
—240 24 071 029 0.65 035 1.00
—250 28 075 025 0.57  0.43 086 0.14
—260 26 0.62 038 038  0.63 0.80  0.20
—270 23 035 0.65 025 0.75 1.00
—280 20 0.5 0.85 033 033 033 0.88  0.12
-290 12 017 0.83 1.00 0.90  0.10
-300 4 000 1.00 0.75 0.25
30— 10 0.10  0.90 1.00 044 044 0.11
250mm PRI IXHEAS 86.5g, MiEA92.6g& ), MED JT H3 itk r
E0ES 7 400 | Male (n=489)
Age-length key & k&= 300 ¢ o0 o °
MBI > TEEINZFimE 2RI OO T — 4 g, &° °
ICHED & MRk #5 & U age-length key & ERK L 72 (Table 3). % 200
WEHEEE 1= DWW TiE, AR 170260 mm O §EPH T HED B A ke
DI MNE L, WiZ260mmLEL ETIEMED DO EA»E L 100
572, Agelengthkey IZDWTIE, HEXAOF 26 6FF T,
HEASOF 4 5 5F % THIBL L 7=, MERE L & IZIRSEMIN O 4 00 ; ; ; ; ; é ;
EOIX52X 1, 2FOEFEATRE 572,
AL LEawIA4 T HLRET ADMEL MO ZNZF N4
R#HiPIZ, 106.3-311.9mm, 102.8-386.8mmTdb - 7=, F 400 0
B 1S3 % AR TL OBIRIZ DWW T, Von Bertalanffy O % ~ ° 9
ERA Y TR 5 L XAD & 512% 572 (Fig. 4). 300 | 0
HE © TL,=265.2 (1—e 091 0+0329)) ;=489 ;2=0.78 E" 200 |
I 2 TL,=328.1 (1—e 0010023 ", =340, 2=0.68. g
o
WD FER %, FREICK > THRLZEZ 5, Ml 100+
MR 5Nz (F=2714, p<0.01). BFMbFOMMEZ 7
NOHFEKE (&2K) 2T 2L, 1F T3 00'; '; '; ';' ;' é';

185.6mm, MEAY205.7mm, 2F TIZMEA 2331 mm, M2
281.4mm, 3F CIdHEA 2523 mm, MEA3310.3 mm, MiPR4
FIEHEA 2652mm, MEA 3281 mmE &V, RFMHiIC 1T
32EB XUOMIREREIMO A KE L, £K300mm L
FOMEARDKER S DMET D > 72, £72, RERBUIMED 7

Age in year

Figure 4. Von Bertalanfy growth curves fitted to total length-
age relationships in tonguefish Cynoglossus abbreviatus.
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Figure 5. Seasonal change in catch of tonguefishes with the
species compositions caught by small trawl nets of Shikai
Fisheries Cooperative Association from November 1998 to
March 2000.

NAREL, 1B 720 O FERORME (BEEE)
E3IF ETRMD B E L - 72, 3FDIFRIE, MEHEE &1
BRRHEE A 1 mm /LU LKL 22D R AMEN L 72,

7Y/ Y AEORES CTEER

YY)V AMOWERICIIEHEH NS, 12~3012%
V1 Ad720 DV HIERIZI98tTH > 722, 5
H~10 HizidAdn <, ZORMOFEGEERIZ L OO
40% LI FD 7.1t TH -7z (Fig. 5). MO REMK E & %
EL 99 RAICE T AV RESI ANIRE SN S 72H,
ZThUHNOATIEITIIATHY AT ADPRE L >
72, ARV RIZDONTIE, 1998412 A £ 200042 H %
BT 3D Tl & IR A MK A 5 72, OB
- WRTH->7=2RKMEIZB TSI IATHL AL T
A, THYAET A, ARV EADFNFhOERHKIE
83.6, 12.5, 4.0% Td - 7-.

AJTATHIRE T A DBREERER

AU T4 DL VAT AD0FAIZH DS NG
B, 1MHA»S 1 FISEEREREIG 2 18~44% & &< Ko7z
(Fig. 6). 1 FROEMEHAZIIZTLEAEDATRELL, W
FBOHATZDEAIE50% U Ed -7z, 28 FIXIEIER K
D13~53% %5, 1AH»S8HIZEL, 9A» 5 12H1C
Ko7z, 3F L 4F L LOWHERSZIA»S 5 IS
Moo, ZOEEDORIBIIES%UYTTH > 72, 19994
O DUl O /N & I 36 B HE5E & 7= IR i
WEADE, 1 FL2FOWEREREIAY, ThENhs53.1%
E318% T, ZN6DERTERDISSY% %2 1D T
(Table 4). E 512, OFFDOWMEEMA S L91.6%& %0,
2F LT OB ELRMEARE L > T e gnb.

z =
AAFZE TR ARTZAEARTIE, AEWE TN 4~6 ISR S
NTCW 7z, WRENEORMILEYRF 2 2 HAORmBlEs
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Figure 6. Seasonal change in age composition estimated for
tonguefish Cynoglossus abbreviatus from November 1998 to
March 2000.

Table 4. Age compositon for Cynoglossus abbreviatus caugth
by the small trawl nets of Shikai Fisheries Cooperative Asso-
ciation in 1999.

Age Catch number of fish %
0 96,986 6.7
1 763,308 53.1
2 457,411 31.8
3 77,619 5.4
4 21,318 1.5
5 20,452 1.4
6 1,543 0.1

Total 1,438,637

IZEWCd, NEHMZ2 A2 7HICHBIL, 4A256
AicBEIE &< 20 (FfAR, 1992b) , AWFRORER &
—FH U7z, BRI IE2 A6 5 Ik <
£, FISAHIZHENT S (BA, 1992b). ThoDZ &
Mo, AYTAT AV AT XOREWIZEEINN K
Ehs3DLEbhb.

REEIC X 2 MO NI, »3 T (BRiEAh, 1995)
T7AF A (BWE2, 2002) TRE SN TWHMHIZE,
W TE LR AEBBEIZCOWTHM SN TE D (Beramish,
1979; Barber and McFarlane, 1987; Clayton and Maceina, 1999;
Brouwer and Griffiths, 2004), Z DKIZ, Sk,
HAERETINOEEAER U, SO ANE A A
MECE L2720 Th 5. AMRICENTEESMATIEHEA
BAREDORNEHRAECE LD LS5 ->TH D, KM
BIC K B EETII MmO/ NGl 2L C TndneE A
bhd. X610, RIEIZKBEMOHINZHBNT, av
TATHYEET AL, FCREED e 7 2 (UIEA,
1994) RV FFLv LA (BITIEAS», 2005) 1ZHART,
B E AAEW R OBRP AR T > =2 & h 5, Kifi
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Figure 7. Annual change in fisheries catch of tonguefishes with
fisheries composition in Kagawa Prefecture from 1995 to
2005 (after Kagawa Statistics And Information of Agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisheries, 1997-2007).

B, SFEROBREELT 5 TS HREMA & 5. AW
RTIE, BB ToFeEEINLZHAL LML D
HBOOENEL, 1 FLLEEEE SN ZHFHIZOWTE
20% DA EOHEIA TR S, ZOKEMIEREEIZL S
NI TH 572, LA -T, ATIATHYAET A
DA, MNP LHER TR K2 FMEEETONETH

A5, F1250, HhRR &1y F 27 L THE LR,

REWwIE T, BOORES R A 6 E A
ZALT BN H 7. ZO LS ICHARE SO
ZAL D PENHNCZE L5 Z &%, A4 254 (il - L
AL, ERIHR) v T 4 (HfiEs, Hikld) cd s
hTwa, ZOEINENCE T 2 HakE Aoz, §
AHR IS B OB - AEIHA OGN A3 K #2354 0
GO X S BREER A SN BBAITE T, Flha &ET
BRI, AL nbLELoh5.

NG SO WG IRE A - BT, v v aHO

HTaw sS4 T7HAVRETIANREE L7, AHEBTIE,

REICk-TEEINEZY Y ) L ZHOMMREZY, O
FATHVALT AZERENW - W, THVAET AL
AX v 2FTR - lRETD ZENREShTHWS (K
Y- BLA, 1997) . AWFROMEGO R0 - e OF
N, 1985) % il & ¥ 5 4-& it o/NMUR O E T,
AYIATHAYAEI AL T ALY AT ADEAIE
o7z (BAT - fEH, 1982; #ik - FEI, 1990). 2L T,
T - WOHNAAD B s HE T & JeA KTy % 1 6 % RRES L f%
WE RPN, 1985) Tid, IwIATHYREIAET HY
AT ABHBENEA X VAR ENTRRE S -7 (F
UL SRFEZR) . REEH5E ~H6 15 il 75 55 oD e 7 PN o v L 58
BT RREE Y Y v A HOBRIE, AHBORE L —
U2 LEBN-T, vy 2HOfT & oM 0
B DOWHERR S % S5-I 5 7= 01203, RO RE 4 Z% L 7-
TR E BT 2 M AT ANSUELH 5.

AT ITATAVAE T X eEGET Y ) ¥ LIS/ NIRRT
EHIZE > T8N L EES I, Z LT, ZOifiERT

WAENIZ B B (Fig. 7). AL, SMEEK4, AD9An
52ERN1I00mml EOE0» 55X, 1FLLTDif
TERE D 60% % (8 Tz, AL TIEE & 2 i
5l & 7= f OBl 2 B LTl D, HLBAFR)
BED & PURVSERR & FIE U 23 AU e & sy, i
HIZEWTIATIATHYZE T ADERMKROELS)
i, FEAEBE IR (FINE, KK, /2, v
J ¥ AFED LI b B & OO PR R IR
FELTHD, FEERRIIZVWEDEEZI NS, koT,
AWFRORERIE, NEEIRO/NRO XM K 5 il
R DM BB TH B EEZ OGNS, WEANEICE
WA, HETI 1, T2 T 50% Bl L,
3FTIEE AL DML S (FfAR, 1992a). AR
Tk, AMIEREAO F FifE SN 52BAPIEFEICEL,
MECIRFHCBEE TH B, 2D Eh 5, KifiL, Rkl
X9 2 P 2 A 1 & B RCRELEDIRAE T, i IF 2 i
WHTEVWEDEEZ OGNS, 5, RRAEOWEMEEEL T
F27280, HEBERMEOWZE CliE, 1998) ERMEEE
OBFA%E (FA - T, 1999) BnLENS. X612, ARk
BIATEE R A POR T 2 72012 2k — Mg & L 2175 X
XTHAD.

&

BV TR T I D £ U 22T LA O kR
SO LEH L E Y. RXEGFEREL T 722072 Ms.
Colleen Greer (RA, Queen’s University, Canada) {2 V& L &
7.
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