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Report on the Quetionnaires about Molids in Japan

Koutaro SAGARA and Takakazu OzawA"

The questionnaires mainly about catches of three molid fishes, Mola mola, Masturus lanceolatus and Ranzania laevis
in Japanese waters were sert to 66 marine fisheries research stations, of which 48 were withdrawn. The most frequent
catches were reported from 6 stations located between Mie Prefecture in the south and Iwate Pref. in the north along Pa-
cific coast and from Toyama Pref. along Tsushima Current coast. The catch of M. mola was reported from 34 of 40 sta-
tions, and together with M. mola, M. lanceolatus from 4 and R. laevis from 2. The main fishing gear of molids was set
net which was distributed widely around Japan. Fishing season lasted from two months to all the year round, and seem-
ingly divided into mainly summer or winter seasons. Most of the stations reported the fishes after catch were used for

food in fresh. The landing of fishes was recorded at 5 stations.
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Figure 1. Frequency of catches of molids.
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Figure 2. Molid species caught.
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Figure 3. Fishing seasons of molids. For the abbreviation of name of stations in Japanese, refer to The Japanese So-
ciety of Fisheries Science (2001) except MieKihokuNoSho whose full name is Mieken Kihoku Kenminkyoku

Norinsuisan Shokobu.
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